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Newsletter 
380 

June 2013 

SHOWDAY 2013 
Sunday 30 June 

The annual Combined Showday with the Northern and Johannesburg Centreôs will take place at the National Pretoria Bo-
tanical Gardens , Cussonia Ave, Brummeria, Pretoria on 30

th
 June 2013. 

 
An entry fee of R20 per car will include entry to the Gardens and a dash plaque. 
 
This year we return to the old format of running the Concours dô Etat and Tops Only concur-
rently on the same day. 
 
A new Gold Class has been instituted, being all entrants that have achieved Gold (90%+) in 

any Combined Gauteng Centres or MG National Concours dô Etat 
in the last 5 years. These cars will not be eligible to enter the Concours dô Etat, Tops Only, or Spe-
cial Classes. 
 
All models will be in one class. 
 
The Standing Regulations, Additional Concours Regulations and Entry 

Forms are available on the Northern Centreôs website.  
 
The gate will open at 08h30, cars to be in place by 09h30. Judges briefing will be held at 09h45 
and Judging will start at 10h00. Results will be announced at +/- 14h00. 
 
The venue is ideal with shade, and a restaurant next to the 
venue. The Botanical Gardens themselves are well worth a 
walk around. 
 
All members are encouraged to attend. Those who do not wish 
to enter the event, but attend in an MG, will still be able to enter 
the Gardens at R20 per car and obtain a dash plaque. Parking 
around the perimeter of the judging area will be provided. 
Those attending in cars other than MGôs will be directed to the 
Public car park and required to pay the normal Botanical Gar-
dens entry fee. 

MG Car Club-Northern Centre 
 

PO Box 11430, Silver Lakes 0054 
 

Clubhouse c/o Umgazi Road & 26th Avenue, Menlo Park Pretoria. 
 

Meetings usually on first Monday of Month, check by phone. 
 

www.mgcc-north.co.za 
 

GPS S 25 46.495 E 28 16.035 
 

Committee Members 
Chairman/Treasurer 

Steve Eden 
082 372 8740 stevejreden@gmail.com 

Secretary 

George Dehlen 

082 492 1806 

012 991 1754 
gdehlen@iafrica.com 

Regalia, Community Liaison 

Trevor Beddy 
082 465 0167 etbeddy@global.co.za 

Records management 

Ivan de Clerk 

082 552 6906 

012 997 7335 
ivan@bscsurvey.co.za 

Clubhouse Refreshments & 

Trophies 

Jay Westaway 

079 528 1954 

012 329 5533 
jayw@vodamail.co.za 

Motorsport Liaison and 
Competition 

 dvwestaway@gmail.com  

Newsletter 

Stephen Grover 
082 818 0540 stephendgrover@gmail.com 

Vehicle Valuations 

Carel Wilken 

 

083 391 1611 

012 386 2136 
Hercar Restorations 

mailto:stevejreden@gmail.com
mailto:gdehlen@iafrica.com
mailto:ivan@bscsurvey.co.za
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Jacaranda Jottings 
 
 
First, some more pictures from the archives. These must be from one of the first Condition Concours held after the 
opening of the Clubhouse. We are looking for some pics during construction, do you have any, if so please let us have a 
copy. 

 
It only seems a few days since last spring came with an overnight change in temperature. We have now seen the last of 
the summer, with single digit night temperatures and mild days. The rain appears to have mainly disappeared, except 
for the night before the Driving Tests. 

 
Well organised, as usual, by the guys from Pretoria Triumph Club, 
there was a disappointing turn out from us and Jhb MG. For the first 
time the Triumphs outnumbered the MGs present, and from the 
competitive side, only 3 MGs took part, 1 from JHB and Ivan and 
myself from Northern Centre. A few more MG members were 
present, but did not compete. I am not sure why, it was great fun, 
and the "ball in a bowl" section not at all stressfull for the car. Only 
the drivers took strain in remembering the route. (Well I did anyway!)  
Did the rain and cold chase you away? On the day weather was 
clear and mild, and Rafters Pub was doing a good trade in 
breakfasts and coffee. I am somewhat concerned that we get input 
that we do not have enough competitive events, but when they are 
arranged, attendance is abysmal. The number of relatively young 
Triumph entrants, mainly in modified Spitfires, was good to see. 

Maybe our apparent dislike of modified vehicles is chasing people away as 
originality is expensive and does not always lead to reliable, and driveable, 
vehicles. Where are our younger members going to come from? Have we 
priced ourselves out of the market by asking over R60 000 for an old 
uncomfortable car? 
 
We had a visit from a representative of Gulf Oil at the event who provided 4 
5ls of oil for prizes, Gulf are the official oil supplier to the new MG and hence 
wish to become involved with us as a Marque Car Club. They are offering to 
sell us, as a club, lubricants at good prices. We could then resell these to 
members, still at good 

prices, and make some profit for the club. Proposed pricing is 
shown later. 
 
Our big event for this year, the Combined Gauteng Centre's 
Concours and Showday on June 30 is rapidly approaching. 
Regulations and entry forms have been placed on our website, 
and are also available from Jay if required. The event, at the 
National Botanical Gardens in Pretoria, promises to be enjoyable. 
There are 2 eateries on site, or bring a picnic and sit on the grass 
or under the trees and enjoy the fresh air (and the cars). If you 
come in your MG you will gain entry to the Gardens in your car for 
R20 (per car). Those not in MGs will have to park in the public car 
park and pay R25 per person to enter. 

Steve Eden 
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Jay is anxiously awaiting your entry. Remember, your car has to be 
"approved" by the Exco, before the entry is accepted. If you do not 
wish to enter, please come along on the day and swell the numbers of 
MGs for the public to see. 
 
As a Club we do very little to put something back into the Community. 
We have been approached by METT to see if we can support them. 
 
METT is a non-profit organization based in Pretoria for the past 16 
years. METT provides free therapeutic services to traumatized 
children and families, thereby breaking the negative cycle of abuse 
and neglect in the lives of affected children. METT is currently working 

in four schools in the underprivileged areas in Pretoria. Once a year METT hosts a pamper morning as their annual 
fundraising event, as well as thanking their supporters, which usually come from the high-earning end of the market. 
The morning is a professionally organized red-letter day in Pretoria's social and charitable calendar. The pamper 
morning involves spoiling every guest with massages, goodie bags, fabulous food and a celebrity speaker.  
 
METT has asked us to put some cars on display at this event. The event will be on the 17

th
 August 2013 at the Silverton 

Primary school, cnr. Pretoria road & De Boulevard Road in Silverton from 09h00 to 14h00. We have committed to some 
10-15 MGs and have invited Pretoria Triumph to join us. We would like a fair representation of models so would like to 
see some Pre-war and T types as well as As and Bs, if you can attend please let me know so we have some idea of 
numbers. We are planning a run back to clubhouse for a braai after the event. We will see what reward we can give to 
those who join us from 09h00, rather than take the easy way and join us afterwards. 
 
Trevor has asked that those requiring some winter regalia attend the noggin and pre-order as he does not wish to carry 
unsold stock. Come along and enjoy the curry and see what he has to offer. 
 
Steve 

Gulf Product Spec Pack size Price to members 

Gasoline Engine Oils       

Gulf Formula G   SM 05w40 5 litres R 244.53 

Gulf TEC  SL 10w40 4 litres R 180.58 

Gulf TEC  SL 10w40 1 litre R 50.16 

Gulf Max  SL 15w40 5 litres R 188.10 

Gulf   Multi GTS SJ 20 w50 5 litres R 175.56 

Gulf G High Mileage SF/CD 25w60 5 litres R 175.56 

Diesel Engine Oils       

Gulf Superfleet LE  CH 4 15w40 5 litres R 188.10 

Specialities       

Brake Fluid       

Gulf Brake Fluid  
Synthetic 

SAE J Dot 4 
500 ml POA 

Gulf Brake Fluid   SAE J DOT 4 500 ml R 31.35 

Coolant       

Gulf Coolant 100% Glycol 1 litre R 43.89 

ATF       

Gulf Mercon V  
Synthetic 

ATF DX 111 
1 litre R 94.05 

Grease       

Gulf Crown Grease EP 3 500g R 25.08 

These are the prices for products 
from Gulf Oil, unfortunately we 
cannot buy 1 offs so will need to 
consolidate orders into batches of 
the same product. 
 
Please pass your requests to me 
so that I can order when we have 
enough requests. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Steve E. 
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From the Editorôs laptop 
 
Another busy month, and publishing the newsletter brings into focus just how little progress I have made on my 
B since the last time I wrote about it.  Hopefully this month will be better, although with new distractions on the 
horizon itô is going to take considerable focus to keep the wheels turning on the Roadster. 
 
The highlight of this month was joining the Johannesburg Centre on their mid-week run to see Norman Ewingôs 
J2 which is busy taking shape at the moment, with an all Aluminium body, and some very nice components.  A 
30 year labour of love, which is longer than many marriages last. It is a most impressive spectacle.  George and 
I were there representing the Northern Centre, and George has put together a story which can be seen later in 
the newsletter. 
 
Unfortunately I missed the Driving Test as I was in the Drakensburg for the weekend.  Hopefully next year will 
be another story, and possibly with a car to compete in. 
 
Iôm looking forward to the Pub-Evening on Friday, 31 May.  The ones that I have attended in the past have 
always been great fun, and this one should be no different.  We will be selling Boerewors Rolls for dinner, and 
the bar will naturally be open.  See the future events section. 

 

The ex-Earl Howe 1933 Mille Miglia works MG K3 was auctioned last Saturday (25 May) at the RM Action at 
Villa Erba.  Unfortunately I was home a bit late, and tuned into their live streaming 7 lots too late.  However, I 
caught the highlight of the action, the sale of a 1953 Ferrari 340/375 MM Berlinetta óCompetizioneô for 
ú9,856,00.  Quite something to see unfold live.  The K3 sold for ú408,800.  Considerably more than my pocket-
money for the month.   I have included some photographs as well as the catalogue write-up, for interest sake, 
later in the newsletter. 

 

Also, of particular interest to those of us who own MGBôs should be the article that I put together on the 
production changes during the course of the MGBôs lifetime.  Possibly giving myself away as an Anorak, but 
hopefully it will find some interested readers. 

 

Looking forward to an interesting month of things MG. 

 

Yours Octagonally, 

 

Steve Grover 

Up Coming Event Detail 
More detail on events that are coming up soon 

 
Pub Evening ð Friday 31 May 2013 

  
Gary Chapman and Steve Grover will be hosting a pub evening at the club house on Friday 31 May.  These social 

events proved to be great fun last year, and should be just as good this year. 
  

The bar will be open from around 17:00.  
 

Wors rolls will be ready between 18:00 and 18:30. 
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New Members 
 

Event Detail 
More detail on events that are coming up soon 

Combined Centres Showdayð Sunday 30 June 2013 
 

The combined Gauteng MG Car Club Centres will be hosting Showday on Sunday, June 30th.   
 

This yearôs showday is to be hosted at the Botanical Gardens in Pretoria.  More details to follow in future newsletters. 

Interclub Quizð Thursday 6 June 2013 
 
The gauntlet has been laid down by the Johannesburg Centre, and we will be going up against them in the annual quiz 

next month. 
 

We will be putting forward a team, consisting of four members.  If you would like to participate please contact Stephen 
Grover. 

 
Where:  Old Edwardian Club, Houghton. 

Time:  8pm 

Combined Centres, KZN, Northern and Johannesburg Weekend Awayð9 to 11 August 2013 
 

Gary Chapman is our liaison of this eventð please contact him for  more detail if you wish to attend. 
 

Unfortunately the special rate of R650 is no longer available, but there are still places available at R880.00 per person 
per day.  This includes 6-course dinner, breakfast, lunch, as well as morning and afternoon tea/coffee/biscuits. 

 
Rooms will still be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

Scottburgh Classic Car ShowðSunday 21 July 2013 
  
Last yearôs Scottburgh Classic Car Show was very successful, with many MGôs making their way their from Gauteng.   

  
Brian van der Schyff  is organising a run down basically consisting of the following: 

¶ ¶ Rendezvous Fri 19
th
 AM south east of Jhb 

¶ ¶ Accommodation somewhere in the Midlands Meander for Fri PM 

¶ ¶ Convoy to Scottburgh on Sat AM; balance of the day free to do as you please 

¶ ¶ Sun 21
st
 AM attend the SCCS; PM do as you please 

¶ ¶ Mon 22
nd

 head home. 
He can be contacted on milehigh@telkomsa.net  

  
See the information at the end of the newsletter for details of the show, and the special offer by the Blue Marlin Hotel. 

Club Banking Details 
Account Name ñMG Car Club-Northern Centreò 

FNB Bank 
Account Number 62363284359 

Branch Code 250655 Menlyn Square  

mailto:milehigh@telkomsa.net
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In 1982 Norman Ewing purchased parts of an MG J2. Since that time he has been 
looking for, finding and making the remaining parts. He is intending to rebuild the car 
as a J2 Special, and aims to have it completed by the end of 2014. 

 
On Wednesday 15

th
 May the Johannesburg Cen-

treôs midweek run was to the home of Pierino Sca-
lo, a Sicilian craftsman who is assisting with the 
body work. Norman together with Bob Wilmot have 
made and assembled the wooden frame. Using the 
existing panels (most in very bad con-
dition) as templates, Pierino is crafting 
new body panels for the J2 from sheet 
aluminium and completely recladding 
the framework. He demonstrated some 
of his workmanship, and showed visi-

tors the full-sized body of a Ferrari which he is making using a Dinky toy 
as model.  
 
The next step for Norman will be rebuilding the J2ôs engine with the help 
of Bob Wilmot, whose own magnificently restored J2 was the overall win-
ner at the most recent Gauteng Showday and Clarens Indaba Concours 
dôEtats. 

 

MG J2  

Under -Construction  

 

Story & Pictures:  George Dehlen  

Pictures:  Steve Grover  

Websites: 
 

Trevor Beddy has stumbled upon a very interesting T-type website:  www.ttype.org.  Worth definitely worth a look if you 
have an interest in T-Types. 
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MG Mart 

MGA rear lamp plinths, later type with separate flasher. 
Gus Heinze (3) 

140 amp oil bath welder, with cables and hood. R900 or 
swap for Portapak gas welding kit. 

Steve Eden 082 372 8740 (3) 

Banjo back axles X2 (1 for MGA: 4.3:1 course spline, 1 for 
MGB 4.55:1 fine spline) Including sideshafts and brake 
backing plates. 
MGB Tube type back axle (standard) + 5 Rostyle wheels in 
fair condition. 
All of the above to swap for MGB wire wheel tube type back 
axle and 5 wire wheels in useable condition. 
Will consider selling the banjo axles outright or swapping for 
WHY. 
Chris 082 806 4417 (chriss@ms.co.za)  (2)  

Wanted: 

Oil filler cap for MG TC. (Fell off while returning from the 
George Old Car show somewhere near Somerset East.) If 
anyone could help I would appreciate it very much. Con-
tact Ed Hillary 0836317175. (Limpopo) (1) 

 Semi-personalised registration number 000 MGA GP, 
R500, contact Alan on 011-849-7355 or 082-875-5446  

 

Gary Chapman sent this great photograph of 
Andy Greenðfastest man on earth ð signing his 
Rocker Cover Racer, based on the Bloodhound 
SSC car currently being developed by Richard 
Nobel to attempt to raise the land speed record to 
over 1000MPH next year. 
 
Garyôs exquisite model is base on a rocker cover 
off an XPAG type engine, as seen in the T-type 

and Y-type MGs, and is a spectacular piece of workmanship. 
 
The Bloodhound SSC (Supersonic Car) will be making itôs attempt on 
the Land Speed Record in the Northern Cape, at Haksteenpan during 
Q2 of 2014, with testing taking place late this year. 
 
Certainly a once in a life-time experience.  I will be there, as Iôm sure 
Garyôs Rocker-car will be. 
 
Have a look at the bloodhound website, and follow their blogs on the 
progress they are making at www.bloodhoundssc.com.  

Chapmanôs Supersonic XPAG 

mailto:chriss@ms.co.za
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Driving Tests  

19 May 2013  

Pictures and Story:  George Dehlen  

The joint annual driving tests between the MG and Triumph Car Clubsô Pretoria 
and Johannesburg Centres took place on the Rafters parking lot on 19

th
 May.  

 
Cold weather and other conflicting events brought the 
attendance down, only 13 cars participating, but 
watched by a larger crowd of enthusiasts. The first part 
of the event was in the same format as previous years ï 
keeping a tennis ball in a dish fixed to the bonnet, and 
the second part again a no-constraints race which saw 
lots of blue smoke, flying cones, and screaming tyres.  
 

Organised by the Pretoria Triumph Sports car 
Club, the course was longer and more varied 
than in previous years. The competition was 
dominated by the Triumphs. Overall winner 
was again Mike Bilson in a Triumph Spitfire. 
MGCC Northern Centre entrants Steve Eden 
in his Midget and Ivan de Clerk in his TD put 
up creditable performances. First place of the 
lady drivers was Heather Holt of the Johan-
nesburg Centre in an MGB. 

REGALIA 
  
A number of regalia items, including some winter clothing apparel, have been acquired at reasonable cost (and consid-
erable effort). These items will be displayed and available for purchase at the next Northern event which is the Pub 
Night on 31 May 2013. Obviously every size cannot be catered for. If members like what they see but cannot find their 
size, they will be able to write their requirements in an order book and I will endeavour to source the same items for 
them and have them embroidered, provided stocks are still available. Just bear in mind that once you have ordered an 
item and it has been purchased, then you are committed to the purchase. 
  
Thus far I have not received any suggestions regarding preferences and special items to stock. It is therefore a matter of 
Hobsonôs Choice Iôm afraid. Members have probably noticed the exorbitant mark-up on brand names available in your 
local ñfriendlyò brand name stores and malls. We simply cannot afford to stock such items which are likely to languish in 
our stock until such time as we are forced to dispose of them at a loss. Hence, I have shopped at discount stores for 
items that appear to be of reasonably good quality. 
  
Another option is for you to purchase your own exclusive brand name item of clothing and I will have it embroidered with 
an MG logo in the colour of your choice, at a fair surcharge of course. 
  
Happy MG motoring 
Trevor Beddy 
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The opinions expressed in this Newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the MG Car Club Northern Centre or the Execu-
tive Committee. 

Forthcoming Events in Brief 

Point allocation c=Clubman, v= Victrix/tor Ludorum, RR=Regularity Rally, HR=Historic Racing 

May 

Fri 31 Pub Evening NC Clubhouse 18h00  

June 

Mon 3 
Natter & Noggin 
Curry Evening 

NC Clubhouse 19h30 c 

Thurs 6 Interclub Quiz Jhb Old Edwardians, 20h00  

14 - 16 Polana Classic Rally N/A   

17-19  
Run to Cars in the Park, 
Pietermaritzburg 

Jhb   

Sat 29 
Sylviavale Heritage  
Museum Action 

N/A See end of newsletter  

Sun 30 
Combined Centres  

Showday 
NC/Jhb Botanical Gardens, Pretoria c 

July 

Mon 1 Natter & Noggin NC Clubhouse 19h30 c 

Sun 6 Zwartkops Airforce Day Jhb Zwartkops Airforce Base c 
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MGB  

The Production Changes  

 

By Stephen Grover  

F 
ollowing some interesting conversations at the 
Clubôs condition concours at the end of April I 
seemed to find myself entering into a number of 
conversations regarding the authenticity of various 

MGBôs.  As weôre all well aware, condition concours is just 
that ï all about condition.  However, I inevitably find myself 
in the óvertical barsô, órecessed grillô, óplastic grillô, and 
órubber bumperô debate.  When did the changes take place, 
and what is correct on what car?  A similar debate may be 
had regarding the various interiors.  For instance, why is 
Jeremyôs 1975 BGT interior so different from Georgeôs 
1980 car?  And why is the interior of the Edenôs 1972 
BGTôs interior different from my 1970 Bôs interior ï when 
both cars have recessed grills? 
 
In this article I am hope provide some interesting reading, 

and into the major changes, and when they happened ï 

answering the above questions.  Given that I was born 

some years after the last MGB was produced, I have no 

recollection of the cars when new.  As a result most of the 

detail contained here is taken from Anders Detlevôs excel-

lent book ñOriginal MGB With MGC and MGB GT V8ò.  I 

have owned by copy from the age of 11, and it is particular-

ly ñwell-thumbedò. 

Car 101 ï May 1962:  The first MGB produced was car 
number.  Production continued largely unchanged, with the 
exception of trim changes and minor improvements. 
 
Car 30851 ï February 1964:  The wire wheel hubs were 
changed from 12 threads per inch to 8 threads per inch, for 
improved wheel fixing.  In the same month, but at car num-
ber 31794 the engine type GA was introduced on all cars 
(However, these had been fitted intermittently from car 
number 28587). 
 
Car 48767 ï October 1964:  Introduction of the new en-
gine GB, with the following changes accompanying the 
revised engine:  Instruments now labelled Smiths instead 
of British Jaeger, electronic tachometer instead of rev-
counter and oil-cooler fitted as standard on home-market 
cars. 
 
Car 57986 ï April 1965:  Introduction of improved anti-
burst door locks similar to Midget and Sprite models, with 
new-push button exterior door handles.  In the same 
month, but at car number 61016 the cranked óshepherdôs 
crookô style overdrive switch replaced the conventional tog-
gle switch. 

 
Car 71122 ï September 1965:  Self-adhesive plastic en-
gine name and patent plates replace the riveted plates. 
 
Car 71933 (GT) ï September 1965:  The introduction of 
the MGB GT.  Mechanical changes include the introduction 
of the tube-type Salisbury rear axle, longer prop-shaft, sev-
en-leaf rear springs and 5x14ò disk wheels.  Also, the re-
vised indicator and headlamp flasher unit was introduced 
which was cranked toward the driver ï introduced to the 
roadster from car number 74046. 
 
Car 90002 ï June 1966:  Headlamp switch changed from 
the toggle to push/pull knob.  This also changed position 
with the windscreen washer pump. 
 
August 1966:  Front overriders now fitted standard on all 
cars. 
 
Car 100414 ï March 1967:  Reversing lamps fitted as 
standard to all cars. 
 

Car 132923 ï July 1967:  Tube-type axle, as found on the 

GT introduced on roadster, with the lengthened propshaft 

to suit.  Note that this was fitted intermittently to some road-

sters from car 123716. 

Car 138401 (Roadster) and car 139471 (GT) ï Novem-
ber 1967:  Introduction of the Mark II model, and car num-
ber prefix becomes GHN4/GHD4.  The following changes 
were introduced:  Series GD engine; new radiator with cen-
tral filler at front and foam rubber seal at the top; new gear-
box with synchromceh on first gear; new overdrive unit 
(type LH instead of D); automatic gearbox optional; alterna-
tor introduced instead of dynamo; negative earth electrical 
system introduced; two speed wiper motor; windscreen 
washer bottle moved to front right-hand corner of engine 
bay; bodyshells modified with bigger transmission tunnel; 
quarterlight handles changed from curved to straight type; 
roof lamp added on GT; and all wire wheel knock-ons re-
placed by octagonal nuts for export market. 
 
Car 139881 ï December 1967:  All GTôs now fitted with 
breakaway mirror. 
 
August 1968:  All home market cars fitted with octagonal 
nuts for home market. 
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Car 158371 (Roadster) and car 158231 (GT) ï Septem-
ber and November 1968:  Changes introduced for the 
1969 models as follows.  Type GG engine introduced, the 
side lamp/indicator units on the front of the car are moved 
closer in towards the grill, the earlier contrasting piping to 
seats was done away with, and new reclining seats are 
introduced with transverse pleating. 
 
Car 187170 (Roadster) and car 187841 (GT) ï Septem-
ber 1969:  Changes were introduced for the 1970 model 
year.  These were the first cars to be marked with the prefix 
GHN5/GHD5, and the following changes were introduced:  
New steering wheel with simulated leather rim and three 
spokes with holes and the hooter moved from the steering 
wheel boss to the indicator stalk; floor mounted headlamp 
dip switch deleted and moved to indicator stalk; new rear 
lamps are fitted with more anulgar lenses; twin Lucas 9H 
horns become standard.  New Recessed grill is introduced 
to follow ñLeylandò corporate styling trend; separate mould-
ing added to the front of the bonnet; and new one piece 
MG badge is added to the boot of both the roadster and 
GT.  The British Leyland badge is added to each front 
wing; sill tread plates are introduced; and dipping interior 
morror is added to all cars.  New interior trim is introduced 
ï in black only.  Rostyle wheels are fitted as standard; with 
chromed units being optional. 
 
Car 203093 ï March 1970:  The MG sticker on the engine 
rocker cover is replaced by British Leyland sticker 
 
Car 219001 (Roadster) and car 219002 (GT) ï August 
1970:  The introduction of the 1971 model year came with 
the following changes:  The hooter was moved back to the 
centre of the steering wheel, away from the indicator stalk; 
optional extra of heated rear screen introduced for GT; a 
larger head for the stalk operating the indicators and head-
lamp dipper is introduced; door switches are added to both 
the roadster and the GT and now operate the map light, a 
boot lamp is added to the roadster operated by a boot lid 
switch, a new folding hood designed by Michelotti is stand-
ard on all roadsters with the back away hood being discon-
tinued.  A telescopic strut is introduced for the bonnet, on 
the left hand side compared to the prop previously located 
on the Right hand side, and the roadster is now equipped 
with a hydraulic boot strut.  The rubber buffers are added 
to the bumper, the gearlever gait is added and the Autumn 
leaf interior trim is added. 
 
Car 230617 (Roadster) and car 231339 (GT) ï Decem-
ber 1970:  Steering lock now becomes universal fitment on 
all cars. 
 
Car 258001 (Roadster) and car 258004 (GT) ï August 
1971:  This was the start of the 1972 model year, and also 
marked the introduction of the 18V engine.  The 18 signify-
ing the 1800cc capacity of the engine, and the V indicating 
the vertical orientation.  Other changes included a new 
steering wheel with a red MG badge; a modified hand-
brake , cranked away from the driver; a revised facia with 
fresh-air vents in the place of the previous radio and the 
introduction of a centre console between the seats and a 
radio aperture and courtesy light below the dash.  The door 
panels now have two chrome strips and simple door pulls.  
Rocker switches were introduced on the dashboard, in the 

place of the previous toggle switches. 
 

Car 295251 (Roadster) and car 296001 (GT) ï August 

1972:  This was the start of the 1973 model year.  A new 

gearknob is introduced, pear-shaped corporate BL design, 

a new steering wheel is introduced with three spokes and 

long slots in the spokes; matt black wiper arms and blades 

are introduced; a new radiator grill similar to the original 

grill is introduced, with a matt black grill within an anodised 

aluminium surround, the MG shield badge is reintroduced, 

but with a red background as opposed to the silver.  The 

heated rear window is now standard for all GT models.  

Also on the GT the ówingedô MGBGT badge is introduced. 

Car 320197 ï June 1973:  A new steering wheel of similar 
design to that previously used, but without the slots alt-
hough incorporating indentations instead of the slots, is 
introduced. 
 
Car 328101 (Roadster) and car 328801 ï August 1973:  
This was the start of the 1974 model.  While minor chang-
es were incorporated, including certain trim changes, there 
were no major changes made at this stage.  These were 
reserved for the ñ1974İò model, where the impact resistant 
ñrubberò bumpers were introduced. 
 

Car 360301 (Roadster) and car 361001 (GT) ï Septem-

ber 1974:  This was the start of the ñ1974İò model, the 

ñrubber bumperò cars.  The changes included the fitting of 

anew overdrive unit; modification of the steering rack; in-

stallation of new collapsible steering column; the side entry 

steering lock with press-button key release introduced; anti

-roll bar deleted on roadster and revised anti-roll bar fitted 

the GT; the roadster is fitted with the GT-type 7 leaf rear 

suspension; all cars fitted with T-handle choke knob; a sin-

gle 12 volt battery is installed in the place of the two 6 volt 

units installed previously; switchgear revised with V8 type 

panel light fitted to 4 cylinder cars; two v8-type column 

stalks fitted to 4-cylinder cars; electric windscreen washer 

installed; 80mm V8 type instruments introduced to 4-

cylinder cars; new front indicators installed in bumper; ma-

jor modifications to the body including changes to the front 

wings, front fairing panel, front sidemembers, front 

wheelarch panels; rear sidemembers and boot floor, rear 

valance panel wider ane rear wings narrower ï these joints 

are now unleaded.  The new impact resistant rubber bump-

ers, new radiator grill behind front bumper and two side-

mirrors are now fitted as standard. 

Car 367901 (Roadster) and car 368601 (GT) ï Decem-

ber 1974:  Exhaust system, radiator and heater hoses, oil 

pipes and oil cooler deleted.  The direct acting brake servo 

introduced as standard. 
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Car 369259 (Roadster) and car 369697 (GT) ï January 
1975:  Changes incorporated for the ñJubileeò year.  Front 
bumper, boot lid and tailgate badges changed from silver 
to gold colour and horn push-button changed from red to 
gold.  The MGB letter badge on the roadster boot lid is dis-
continued and roaster boot lid MG badge is now in metal 
instead of plastic. 
 
Car 374858 (GT) ï April 1975:  Special limited edition Ju-
bilee or Anniversary model introduced for the home mar-
ket, finished in Racing Green with a gold tape stripe.  Total 
production 751. 
 
Car 386796 (Roadster) ï September 1975:  Roadster 
reverts back to six-leaf rear spring instead of seven leaf 
units. 
 
Car 401000 aprox ï March 1976:  Additional badges fitted 
to the GT to conceal the panel joint which was previously 
lead loaded.  All lead-loading of bodies was discontinued at 
this point. 
 
Car 4100001 (Roadster) and car 410351 (GT) ï June 
1976:  The start of the 1977 year model.  Pulleys changed 
on all engines, and mechanical fan deleted; new radiator 
mounted further forward with a separate expansion tank; 
new 15ò four spoke steering wheel introduced; front anti-
roll bar re-introduced on Roadsters; overdrive is introduced 
as standard on all RHD carsô new gear lever with overdrive 
switch in gear knob introduced; body panels modified with 
new front wheel arch panels with revised radiator mount-
ings, new A post panels and boot floor; tinted glass stand-
ard on GT.  New striped nylon fabric seat covers on RHD 
cars, new headrests now standard on RHD cards and new 
door liners.  New facia introduced with new instruments 
similar to Triumph Spitfire; new switches with revised col-
umn stalks with horn on column stalk; two speed fan intro-
duced for heater; zip-out window introduced on Roadster 
and new accelerator pedal introduced.  

 
Car 420955 (Roadster) and car 421935 ï November 
1976:  Introduction of black finish instead of chrome on 
number plate lamps. 
 
Car 437181 (Roadster) and car 436465 (GT) ï May 1977:  
RHD cars fitted with dual circuit brakes.  Note:  This was 
already standard on LHD cars. 
 
Car 453745 (Roadster) and car 453449 (GT) ï Decem-
ber 1977:  Following Michael Edwardôs becoming chair-
man of BL, the British Leyland badge is deleted. 
 
Car 518492 (Roadster) and car 519867 (GT) ï August 
1980:  Production of home market LE begins, fitted with 
cast-alloy or wire wheels; tape stripe, metallic paint, front 
air dam and special red badges. 
 

Car 523001 (Roadster) and car 523002 (GT) ï October 

1980:  End of Production. 
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MG K3 
K3001 

124 hp, 1,086 cc SOHC supercharged six-cylinder engine with single SU carburettor, four-speed manual pre-selector 
transmission, front semi-elliptic springs with solid axles, and four-wheel mechanical drum brakes. Wheelbase: 2,388 mm 
(94 in.) 
 

¶ The Earl Howe 1933 MG K3 Mille Miglia works team car 

¶ Howe/Hamilton and Eyston/Lurani were the first cars to finish in class 

¶ Gran Premio Brescia Trophy Team Prize winner 

¶ Extensive pre-war race history 

¶ Well-documented history, including numerous period photos and documents 

¶ Competitive and eligible for the Mille Miglia, the Le Mans Classic, and the Monaco Historique 
 

From 1933 to 1934, MG built 33 supercharged six-cylinder racing cars, which 

would turn out to be the most successful British competition model until the 

rise of Jaguar. The K3 Magnette generated 124 horsepower at 6,500 rpm 

from a single overhead camshaft supercharged six-cylinder engine with only 

1,086 cubic centimetres of displacement. It was the ultimate example of a 

series of highly successful supercharged sports racing cars for which MG 

was very well-known for in the pre-war era. Power was delivered to the under

-slung rear axle through a Wilson pre-selector box, which allowed the driver 

to change gear in advance, but the shift would not occur until the clutch was 

depressed. 

 

The British aristocrat and well-known pre-war 

racing driver Earl Howe can be credited for the K3ôs existence. The veteran racer per-

suaded MG to tackle the power and success of Alfa Romeo and Maserati Italian teams 

in the 1933, 1,000-mile Mille Miglia race. He also offered to underwrite the cost, and the 

first prototypes were constructed only six months before the race was to begin, on 8 

April 1933. The three team cars were completed in time, and the first K3 prototype spent 

five weeks practicing on the snow-covered Mille Miglia course in January. 

 

The factory MG team cars were driven by Earl Howe and H.C. Hamilton in K3001, Tim Birkin and Bernard Rubin in 

K3002, and Count ñJohnnyò Lurani and George Eyston in K3003. It had been agreed that Birkinôs car would be the 

ñhareò of the 1,100-cubic centimetre group, which started in Brescia. Birkin broke the class record for the first 220 miles, 

but he was forced to retire with a burnt valve. His pace had been too much for Tufanelli in the leading Maserati, whose 

gearbox had failed, and the other Maserati was in difficulties. Birkin averaged 87.95 mph for the 130 miles from Brescia 

to Bologna, and all three cars were running at 110 mph. Impressive for 1,100-cubic centimetre cars in 1933, travelling on 

winding gravel roads, with wings and lights. 

 

With Birkin out, Eyston and Lurani set the pace, followed by Lord Howe and 

Hamilton. They passed all the smaller cars that day, finishing 1-2 in class, with 90 

seconds between them. The MGs collected the team prize, with average speeds 

of 56.9 mph and 56.82 mph. They might have been faster, but frequent spark 

plug changes were required.  
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As night fell, Eyston and Luraniôs gen-

erator failed, and they were unable to 

take advantage of Luraniôs knowledge 

of the roads. The MG was down to 

one Lucas headlight, about as bright 

as a candle in a beer bottle. As Lurani 

noted in his book, Mille Miglia, 1927ï

1957: The Fabulous Story of the 

Great Road Race, ñHaving passed 

every car before us, we were the first car through the town and villages. 

We were also ahead of expected time. Thus, we often found the road full 

of vehicles and people who were not very convinced by our poor head-

light that a Mille Miglia car was on its wayò. 

 

MG K3s went on to have a successful racing career in the 1930s. 

Whitney Straight won the 1933 Coppa Acerbo Junior, and Tazio 

Nuvolari was so impressed that he drove a K3 in the 1933 Tourist 

Trophy, and won it. Eddie Hall won the Brooklands 500 Mile Race 

(by 28 minutes), 

and in MGôs best 

performance ever 

at Le Mans, 

Charles Martin 

and Roy Eccles 

won their class in 

1934, finishing an 

amazing 4th 

overall. 

 

K3001 has a well-documented trail of ownership and competition histo-

ry. After competing in the Mille Miglia, Howe used the car in the JCC 

International Trophy at Brooklands, finishing 4th overall, with an average speed of 79.8 mph. K3001 was then driven at 

the Shelseley Wash Hill Climb by Count Lurani, George Eyston, and Fay Taylor. The car was used once more, driven by 

Earl Howe at Coppa Montenegro; however, it was crashed in practice and was sent back to the factory for repair. Vari-

ous contemporary photos and articles covering the cars various exploits are included in the history file. 

 

In 1934, K3001 inherited the lightweight body from Nuvolariôs Tourist Trophy winner, and it was hill-climbed extensively 

throughout Europe by Bobby Kolrausch. From 1935 to 1937, H. Williams was a regular competitor at Donington Park, 

Shelsley Wash, Mannin Beg, the Limerick Grand Prix, Phoenix Park, as well as Southport Sands.  

 

The stewardship of K3001 was then passed to band leader 

Herman Darewski. During 1938, whilst driving the car, the 

engine failed, sending a rod through the block. K3001 was 

then left disused until 1941, when noted motoring enthusiast 

Michael Crowley-Milling acquired it and commenced the res-

toration.  

 

Crowley-Milling is mentioned in the 1942 copy of Autocar as 

the owner of K3001. In the May 1943 issue of Autocar, he 

advertised for a ñcomplete engine or parts, radiator shell, and 

front mudguardsò. In June 1944, Roy Jackson, who was H. 

Williamsô mechanic, wrote a four-page story on K3001 in 

Motor Sport, detailing the competition seasons of 1935ï

1937.  
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Crowley-Milling read the story, and the July issue confirms that 

he was the owner of K3001. The next mention of K3001 is in 

1952, when it was sold to Bentley expert Bill Shortt, in a par-

tially restored state. Shortt was working on Crowley-Millingôs 

Bentley 4İ-Litre at the time, and by late 1952, he advertised 

the ex-Earl Howe K3 for sale. Copies of the correspondence, 

articles, and adverts are included with the history file.  

 

By the late 1960s, the McCall family, well-known VSCC mem-

bers, acquired the partially restored K3001, which is confirmed 

by a letter on file. The McCalls have been, and still are, active 

VSCC members. 

 

In April 1995, collector and highly-respected marque specialist Peter Gregory acquired K3001 and proved to be the man 

to finish the restoration of K3001, incorporating both its major original components and new parts where necessary. 

Gregory finished the restoration by 1998, and Rover Group used K3001 to promote the new MGF Super Sports. 

 

In September 1999, K3001 was shown at the Goodwood Revival. The current 

owner, an avid motoring enthusiast, acquired the K3 in 2007. He competed in the 

Monaco Historique Grand Prix in 

May 2008, the Le Mans Classic 

in June 2008 (winning the Index 

of Performance), and exhibited 

K3001 at the 75th anniversary of 

the K3 at MGôs Silverstone Inter-

national Meeting. In September 

2009, K3001 competed in the 

Brooklands Trophy at the Goodwood Revival, and in May 2010, it was 

back competing at the Monaco Historique. It was also the subject of an 

extensive article by Andrew Frankel in Motor Sport magazine. 

 

In addition to reams of documents tracing K3001ôs history, there is an extensive photographic record. Factory team cars 

rarely come to market; cars with such a wonderful and colourful racing history are even rarer. K3001 will be welcome at 

any event for which it is eligible, and it will continue to surprise and delight spectators, as well as its lucky new owner. 

This example is well-sorted for road and race use, and it will be a fantastic addition to any of the greatest collections. 

Story and Images Sourced from RM Auctions Website. 
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Cape Centresô Gathering 2013. 
 
Itôs now only five months to the big Cape event 
of the year ï the Cape Centreôs Gathering! 
 
To whet your appetite, the provisional 
programme looks as follows: 
 
Friday 20

th
 September: 

 Arrive at the Stellenbosch Protea hotel, just outside the historic 
city. Dinner will be in the Hotel and will be a chance to catch up with old friends. 

 
Saturday 21

st
 September: 

Up for an early breakfast followed by our first outing!  Leaving Stellenbosch weôll go down to 
the coast at Gordonôs Bay and along the beautiful coast road to Rooi Els to Hermanus for 
lunch. Then on to Franschoek for a visit to the Franschoek Motor Museum  

http://www.fmm.co.za 

Return to the Hotel by 5 for a quick cuppa (or an early tipple!) then dress for the gala dinner! 
 

Sunday 22
nd
 September: 

Up for breakfast and then off the sea! The drive will include the incomparable Chapmanôs 
peak, the charming village of Simonstown and spectacular views of the Cape vineyards with 
the possibility of a little wine tasting on the way! 
Back to the hotel in the evening for an informal supper with new & old friends. 
 

Monday 23
rd
 September: 

The last breakfast and then itôs your time ï explore the Waterfront, go wine or olive oil tasting 
in and around Stellenbosch, explore the old town. 

 
 
If you havenôt booked yet, please contact Roger Lewis or myself urgently ï we need to finalise the 
arrangements with the hotel in the next few weeks. 
 
Brian Aslett 
 
 
Brian Aslett ï 083 267 3742   brazzle@iafrica.com 
Roger Lewis ï 082 887 7509   roger@syntell.co.za 
 

http://www.fmm.co.za/
mailto:brazzle@iafrica.com
mailto:roger@syntell.co.za
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STAY FREE AT  

BLUE MARLIN HOTEL 

20 JULY 2013 – 22 JULY 2013  

Visit the Scottburgh Classic Car Show on 21 July 2013 and Stay FREE for two nights at the Blue Marlin Hotel when you 
purchase Breakfast and Dinner at R235.00 per person per night.  

 
Blue Marlin Hotel is situated on the Natal South Coast, overlooking a beautiful beach with easy access to the town. 120 

En-Suite rooms with swimming pool and evening entertainment.  
   

Terms & Conditions: 
 

¶ Free accommodation is subject to compulsory purchase of breakfast and dinner at R235.00 per person per day. 

¶ Free Accommodation is valid for a maximum of two persons sharing.  

¶ Free Accommodation will be in Non Sea View Rooms. 

¶ Sea View Rooms are available at an additional R60.00 per person per night. 

¶ Additional nights are available at normal rates. 

¶ Free accommodation offer valid from 20 July 2013 until 22 July 2013 and accommodation is subject to availability. 

¶ 50% Deposit required to secure booking. 

¶ Accommodation is limited ï First come first served. 

¶ This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. 

 
 

The Scottburgh Classic Car show has become a highlight  of the South African 
Classic Car Scene.  Last sizable contingent of Gautengôs MGôs drove down, and 

all came back with rave reviews. 
 

See the special off being offered by the Blue Marlin Hotel belowða very good 
deal, and less than 2km from the show. 

 

 

For details of the Blue Marlin Hotel go to www.bluemarlin.co.za 

Telephone:  + 27 (0) 39 978 3361  Fax:  + 27 (0) 39 976 0971 

E-mail: info@bluemarlin.co.za 

http://www.bluemarlin.co.za/
mailto:info@blue
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AUCTION AT SYLVIAVALE HERITAGE MUSEUM 
 

Itôs not often that a museum sells its assets, but this June, the Sylviavale Heritage Museum based in Vanderbiljpark is 
planning an exciting auction of vintage, classic and collectable vehicles as well as automotive memorabilia set to take 

place on 29 June 2013 at the Museumôs premises. 
 

According to museum curator Siggi D¿vel, ñWe have a number of significant projects that we know the museum do not 
have the ability to restore, and in keeping with our desire to have exciting vintage vehicles on the road rather than sitting 
in storage, we want to give the public the ability to take on these projects and at the same time raise funds to continue 

to grow the museum. 
 

There are an incredible variety of vehicles that we will be disposing of, from convertibles to trucks, all in different states 
of repair, from barn find to show cars, but most importantly, every vehicle has a fantastic story to tell. 

 
Some of the notable passenger vehicles in running condition include a 1923 Ford Model T Tourer, a 1930 Chevrolet 
Sports Roadster, a 1948 International KB12 Woody, a 1957 Hillman Minx convertible, and a 1958 Wolsley 1500. Future 
classics include a 1989 Ford Bronco Eddie Bauer edition, and a 1991 Mercedes Benz 560 SEC. Sylviavale is not just a 
collector of passenger cars, but also, of trucks and tractors. For this reason, they have some hard-to-find commercial 
vehicles in good condition included in the auction. Buyers will be offered a number of trucks such as a 1937 Internation-
al Panelvan, a 1949 GMC Truck, a 1957 Commer Pick--up, a 1958 International Dreyer drill rig and a 1970 International 

1300 Pick-up truck.  
 

Tractors in good condition include 1951 Farmall Cub Model B, 1954 Farmall BM, 1954 Farmall M Rowcrop, 1957 John 
Deere 70, 1957 Deutz 40S. 

 
Various vehicles suitable for restoration or parts include a 1934 Ford Phaeton, a highly desireable right hand drive 1962 
Ford Galaxie convertible, a1926 Dodge Brothers Tourer, a 1948 Buick Sedanette, a 1948 Fleetmaster, a 1960 Sun-
beam Series 1. Commercial vehicles include a 1937 Ford Pick-up, a 1938 Oldsmobile truck, a 1938 Diamond T truck, a 
1942 Chevrolet fuel bowser, a 1942 Warde la France wrecker, a 1946 Ford tipper, a 1951 Ford Pick-up, a 1955 Albion 
tiper,a 1957 Mercedes Benz 917 truck, a 1965 AEC 8-wheeler, a 1976 Tatra 6x6. Tractors include a 1936 Oliver 80, a 
1942 Ford 2N, a 1950 Hanomag 45, a 1951 John Deere Model B, a 1952 Allis Chalmers WC35, a 1952 Deutz 514, and 

a 1952 Allgaier R20.  
 

Other unique lots on auction will include a restored ox wagon, old plant, workshop machinery, antique implements, 
tools, and signage. 

 
According to Shannon Winterstein, of WH Auctioneers, ñItôs infrequent to see such an exciting and eclectic mix of vehi-

cles and in such a variety of condition. We know this is going to be a great day.ò 
 

Watch the Press for further details or contact Siggi: Cell 082 492 5214, Tel (016) 932-2495, 
email: sylviavale@heritagemuseum.co.za. 
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Nmg fuel systems  
 

Carburettor and Fuel Pump Specialists 

Spares and Servicing 
 

PETER NOETH 
 

Tel/fax: 012 998 0361 – Cell: 083 267 3457 

e-mail: noethj@telkomsa.net 
 

SU – ZENITH – STROMBERG CD - AMAL 

ALANõS AUTO ELECTRICAL 
 

Generator, Alternator, Wiring 

Spares and Repairs 
 

ALAN ZEEDERBERG 
 

Tel:012 347 7326 – Cell: 083 310 9580 
 

LUCAS AND ALL OTHER MAKES 

 

 

WAYFARERS GUEST HOUSE 
Chris Colverd 

 
92, MALIEVELD 
STREET, 

SABIE, MPUMALANGA. 
Tel: 013 764 1500 Cell: 

0766144027 
E mail: stayo-

ver@wayfarers.co.za 
 

Web: www.wayfarers.co.za 

ñ4 Star Quality @ a 3 Star Price!ò  

 
 
 

Restorations 
 

Specialising in :- 

¶ Full body restorations 

¶ Spray Painting and polishing to detail 

¶ Mechanical repairs 
 
Carel Wilken 083 391 1611   012 386 2136 
105 Industrial Road 
Pretoria West 
Corner of Roger Dyason and Industrial Road 

FED UP WITH OLD POINTS AND CONDENSORS?? 

FIT ACCUSPARK!! 

 
MODERN IGNITION SYSTEMS FOR CLASSIC CARS 

SPORTS COILS, LUCAS ROTORS & D-CAPS 
KITS ARE VERY AFFORDABLE @ JUST R495 & EASY TO 

FIT 

 

SAVE ON OFFICE SPACE ð NO MORE  

MISFILING OF DOCUMENTS! 

 

www.BSCscanning.com 

info@bscscanning.com 

 
Marius: 076 740 7109 
Ivan: 082 55 26906 

Office: 012 997 7335 
 

Convert your paper records or any filing 

system into a Digital Database that is in-

stantly, securely accessible from your PC, 

Notebook or Tablet. Security and permis-

sions are strictly controlled. Text, words 

or phrases are instantly fully searchable.  

mailto:stayover@wayfarers.co.za
mailto:stayover@wayfarers.co.za
http://www.wayfarers.co.za

